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South Peace Distributed Learning aims to provide a Restorative Practice learning environment.  SPDL works with students to teach appropriate in-person and virtual conduct, academic integrity, and school space and equipment use.   The South Peace Distributed Learning Code of Conduct addresses three domains of the students' learning experience: 

Digital Citizenship; 
Academic Integrity;
In-person Learning.

Digital Citizenship

Respectful Communication
Student learning communication in the virtual learning environment includes email, Brightspace messaging, and assignment submissions.  Respectful online communication means using kind language, avoiding hate speech and personal attacks, and considering others' perspectives.  Be mindful of tone and proofread before posting.  Treat others the way you want them to treat you, and apologize if you misstep.

Maintaining a Cautious Digital Footprint
Good digital citizenship means being responsible, respectful, and safe online.  It involves respecting others' privacy, creating positive content, avoiding cyberbullying, and protecting personal information.  It's about being kind, honest, and thoughtful in our online interactions, just as we would in person.

Guidelines for Appropriate Digital Citizenship

Respect and empathy: Treat others online with kindness, respect, and compassion, just as you would in person.

Privacy and security: Protect your personal information, use strong passwords, and be cautious when sharing personal details online.

Online etiquette: Use respectful language, avoid spamming or trolling, and follow basic rules of netiquette.

Cyberbullying prevention: Don't engage in online bullying, and report any instances of bullying to authorities if necessary.

Digital footprint awareness: Be mindful of the permanent nature of online content and think before posting.

Copyright and intellectual property: Respect creators' work and avoid plagiarism or infringement.

Verifying information: Critically evaluate online sources and verify information before sharing or believing it.

Digital communication skills: Use clear and respectful language when communicating online, and avoid misinterpreting tone or intent.

Online safety: Avoid online scams, phishing, and other forms of fraud, and know how to report suspicious activity.

Participating in online communities: Engage in online discussions respectfully, listen to others, and contribute positively to online communities.

Self-protection: Know how to block or report inappropriate content and take steps to protect your online well-being.

Digital literacy: Develop skills to use technology and navigate the online world effectively.

Appropriate Use of School Devices and Online Access

Appropriate use of school devices and online access means using them for educational purposes only, respecting privacy and security settings, and avoiding harmful or inappropriate content.  Students should not use devices to bully, harass, or intimidate others and should not access or share inappropriate or illegal content.  They should also secure personal devices and online accounts and report any suspicious activity to school authorities.  By using school devices and online access responsibly, students can Stay focused on learning, maintain a positive digital footprint, and ensure a safe and respectful online environment.

Guidelines for Appropriate Technology Use and Access

Digital Citizenship: Understand how to navigate online spaces safely and responsibly, respecting others' privacy and intellectual property.

Network Security: Keep personal login credentials confidential and avoid sharing them with others.

Respect for School Resources: Use school technology and the internet for educational purposes only, avoiding personal or recreational activities during school hours.



Appropriate Online Content: Avoid accessing inappropriate or offensive content, and report any instances to school administrators.

Plagiarism Avoidance: Give proper credit to sources when using online resources for assignments and projects.

 Device Care: Handle school-owned devices carefully, keeping them clean and secure to prevent damage or loss.

Social Media Etiquette: Represent yourself and your school positively online, avoiding inappropriate content and maintaining a professional online presence.

 Reporting Issues: Inform school authorities of technology-related issues or concerns, such as bullying, inappropriate content, or system errors.

Software and Hardware Usage: Use only authorized software and hardware, avoiding unauthorized installation or download of programs.

Backups and Data Management: Regularly save and back up work using school-approved storage solutions to prevent data loss.


Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is a crucial aspect of academic life.  Here are some essential aspects of academic integrity:

1. Originality and Authenticity: Submitting original work and adequately citing sources to avoid plagiarism.

2. Honesty: Accurately representing one's work, ideas, and contributions.

3. Fairness: Not compromising the assessment process or collaborating with others to gain an unfair advantage.

4. Respect for Intellectual Property: Not misusing or misrepresenting others' intellectual property, such as copyrighted materials or patented ideas.

5. Transparency: Acknowledging sources, collaborations, and potential conflicts of interest.

6. Accountability: Taking responsibility for actions and acknowledging mistakes or misconduct.

7. Citing Sources Properly: Correctly referencing and crediting others' work, ideas, and research.

8. Avoiding Cheating and Fraud: Refraining from deceiving or manipulating the assessment process, such as cheating on exams or falsifying data.

10. Compliance with Academic Policies: Familiarizing oneself with and adhering to institutional policies and guidelines on academic integrity as presented in your courses or by your instructor.

Use of Artificial Intelligence/Plagiarism

Teachers expect students to complete their work and maintain academic integrity.  Using artificial intelligence/plagiarism or any other non-approved tool to generate school work, including essays, assignments, and projects, is strictly prohibited.  This includes but is not limited to, AI-powered writing tools, chatbots, online generators, and improperly sourced materials.  Any instances of AI-generated/plagiarism work without the explicit written permission of the teacher will be considered a breach of academic integrity and may result in disciplinary action.  Students are encouraged to seek help from teachers, peers, and authorized resources to complete their work authentically and maintain the value of their education.

Steps Taken by Schools to Address Issues of Plagiarism or Use of Artificial Intelligence

The three-step restorative process for addressing academic integrity issues involves a sequential approach to promote accountability, understanding, and growth. 

Step 1: Warning - When an incident of academic dishonesty is suspected, the teacher provides a written warning to the student, outlining the specific infraction and the expected standard of behaviour.  The teacher allows the students to reflect on their actions and make amends.  The teacher will allow the student to resubmit the assignment and/or alternate assignment.  If the submission involves an online quiz/test/exam, the teacher will ask the student to complete it (and future submissions) at a designated school with supervision.

Step 2: Meeting with the Teacher - If the student's behaviour continues or is severe, a meeting is scheduled with the teacher to discuss the incident.  The student is encouraged to share their perspective, and the teacher provides guidance on maintaining academic integrity.  Together, they develop a plan to prevent future incidents.  The student may be given a mark of "0" or "F" on the assignment.  

Step 3: Referral to School Administration - If the student's behaviour persists or is egregious, the teacher refers the matter to the school administration.  The administration works with the student to develop a plan to improve their understanding of academic integrity and make amends for their actions.  The school takes disciplinary action, including suspending studies or removing the student from a course.


Hybrid and In-person Learning

To promote engagement and success in our online and distributed courses, South Peace Distributed Learning provides scheduled access for students to our elementary and secondary campuses so long as it does not interfere with the orderly conduct of the building. 

Full-time visiting students who do not adhere to SPDL in-person learning expectations for conduct will be required to attend a meeting with SPDL administration.  The school can revoke access to in-person support and learning opportunities at anytime.

Our partner schools expect students visiting our campuses to adhere to their codes of conduct.  For K-8, please see the Tremblay School Code of Conduct.  For 9-12, please see the DCSS South Peace Code of Conduct.

The SD 59 ban on personal devices (e.g. iPhones, Bluetooth-based earbuds, iWatches, etc..), as stated in the Codes of Conduct for DCSS-SP and Tremblay schools, expects visiting students to adhere to it.

Full-time SPDL students may only access the elementary or secondary campuses during their scheduled tutorial times or by appointment.   Visiting secondary (Grades 9-12) students must:

1. Sign in at the DCSS-SP office and collect a visitor pass.
2. Move directly to the SPDL learning space.
3. Adhere to the DCSS-SP bell schedule.
4. Leave school property immediately after their scheduled sessions.
5. Follow all emergency safety procedures (e.g. fire alarm, lockdown, etc.) when required.

SPDL administrators and staff will work directly with the administration of other District 59 schools to support our cross-enrolled students and to help create healthy learning environments.  DCSS-SP expects cross-enrolled students attending 'DL tutorial blocks' to adhere to the Code of Conduct of DCSS South Peace as posted on their website.

Adult Learners are encouraged to request video chat sessions or other online support and may be unable to access the school sites as per School District 59 policy.
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