
 
Dear Devereaux Parents, 
 
Happy September! I would like to welcome you and your children back to Devereaux 
Elementary for the 2020-2021 year. Our dedicated and caring staff are working hard to prepare 
for the first day of school on Thursday September 10th. Know that we are just a phone call away 
and are happy to answer any questions you may have in the coming days. You can contact us at 
250-843-7300 during school hours or leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as 
possible. 
 
It is our intention to create as normal a September as possible for Devereaux students as we 
return to class in Stage 2 of BC’s K-12 Education Retstart Plan. All students will return to class 
fulltime. Of course, school will look and feel different as Devereaux’s procedures must comply 
with SD59 Protocols as well as Provincial Health & Safety Guidelines. There will be new rules to 
follow and we greatly appreciate your support in preparing your children for these changes. 
Students may be feeling nervous about coming back after such a long time away from school 
(especially those who did not attend in June) and it is important that we adults provide the 
calm and confident assurance that they will need. Your children’s safety and wellbeing are as 
important to us as their learning and academic progress. 
 
Your child will meet their new teacher on the first day of school. Large class lists will be posted 
outside of the front door so that your child will know which class to go to. Parents will not be 
able to accompany students into the school (even on the first day) but are welcome to check 
the list together and say goodbye outside the front doors. Staff will be available to help 
students find their new classrooms and teachers. 
 
Devereaux’s procedures for this September: 
We are expecting approximately 90 students and 9 staff. There will be 4 classes (a grade K/1 
class, a grade 1/2/3 class, a grade 4/5 class, and a grade 5/6/7 class). Our 4 classes will be 
divided into 2 learning groups or cohorts. As Devereaux has the mascot of a dolphin, over the 
years we have used pods as a way to group our students. “A group of dolphins is called 
a pod. Dolphins are social mammals that interact with one another, swim together, protect 
each other, and hunt for food as a team. Pod life plays a very important role in 
protecting dolphins from predators such as sharks” (or Covid!). So, at Devereaux we will have 2 
large pods this year. 
 
Pod A = K/1 class and 4/5 class (about 45 kids, 2 teachers, 1 EA) 
Pod B = 1/2/3 class and 5/6/7 class (about 45 kids, 2 teachers, 1 EA) 
 
This grouping is central to the Restart Plan, because if students are within their learning group 
(or pod), they will not be required to wear masks or physically distance. We will encourage 
students to avoid physical contact, be physically distanced when possible and they may wear a 
mask if they choose to. But while in their classrooms and when out at recess and lunch breaks 
with their pod, they can relax and behave and learn in the manner they are accustomed to. 
 
Daily Schedule: 



7:50 Front door open 
8:15 Class time begins 
9:40 Pod A Recess starts 
10:00 Pod B Recess starts 
10:20 Class time 
12:00 Lunch starts (Pod A plays outside / Pod B eats inside) 
12:15 Pod A comes in to eat / Pod B gets ready to go out to play 
12:35 Class time 
2:05 Dismissal 
 
Morning: 
All students will enter through the front door first thing in the morning, go to their classroom 
and wash their hands. They will stay inside their own classrooms until class starts (no more 
outside mornings). The three buses arrive between 7:50 and 8:10 and the bell will ring at 8:15. 
If students are being dropped off, I would recommend arrival between 8:10 and 8:15 as we 
want to reduce congestion at the doors. Students will still be asked to remove their outside 
footwear and carry it to their boot racks. Student boot racks and hooks will be clearly marked, 
and teachers will work with students on those routines. If your child is late, they should go 
straight to class (not to the office as we previously did). Any bus board information can be given 
to the teacher. 
 
Washing of hands: Students will be required to wash their hands with soap and water 
frequently throughout the day (upon arrival, before and after eating, before and after going 
outside or to a shared learning space, and before departure). Every classroom has a sink. There 
will be hand sanitizer in any shared spaces without a sink. Students may bring their own 
personal hand sanitizer to use throughout the day, but proper hand washing is recommended. 
 
Food and water: Please send your child to school with a lunch, snack, and filled and labelled 
reusable water bottle. Students will not be allowed to share food, and we ask that you do not 
send any birthday cakes or treats to share. Fountains are closed but students will have access to 
a tap to refill their water bottles. Our tap water is from cistern water and is potable. Hot lunch 
will not start in September and we will let you know more information about that later in the 
month. 
 
Shared Learning Spaces: Students will still be able to use the gym, library and playground. They 
will use those spaces with their class or pod. In the hallways, we ask that students maintain a 2-
meter distance from other students, especially if they are in the other pod. Only 2 students may 
be in the washrooms at any time. 
 
Recess and Lunch: These will be staggered, and students will remain with their pods. 
Intermediate students will use the exterior door by their classroom and primary students will 
use back door for recess and lunch. Students will be supervised by teachers and EAs from their 
pods and will be able to play on all of the equipment. As doors will remain locked throughout 
the day, staff will carry keys and if students need to use the washroom, they will be able to 
come inside during breaks to do so. 
 



Play equipment and toys: Students will be able to play in their classrooms, in the gym and 
outside. Gym and outdoor equipment will be labelled Pod A or Pod B. The playground will not 
be sanitized in between Pod use. Classroom toys and manipulatives will be available to students 
and managed by teachers. We will endeavour to minimize sharing and physical contact as much 
as possible. 
 
Visitors: Any visiting SD59 staff will follow safety protocols and sign in at the office. 
Unfortunately, parents will not be able to enter the building during the school day. If you are 
dropping off or picking up your child, please meet them outside. If you would like to meet with 
staff, please call to make an appointment. We are happy to talk with you on the phone, or to 
schedule an after-school appointment. We are also available by email. 
 
Parking Lot: Please be aware that students will be exiting the school from several doors at the 
end of the day and walking to buses and parents in vehicles. If possible, back into a spot in the 
parking lot before the final bell at 2:05 so that you have good visibility when driving away. Our 
three buses usually pull out by 2:10 and they have the right of way. Please do not park in the 
bus loading zone or block the buses. We do not have a designated entrance or exit, but 
traditionally we have mainly entered on the east side and exited on the west side (as the busses 
do). However, due to the small parking lot and limited room this is not always possible. Please 
be careful! 
 
Masks: Devereaux students will not be required to wear masks. Some staff will be required to 
wear masks at times when working with students (if not a part of the pod and not able to 
physically distance). Please prepare your child to expect to see some staff and students wearing 
masks. Anyone who wants to wear a mask may and their choice must be respected. 
 
Sick Students: If your child is sick, please keep them home. It will be the parents’ responsibility 
to do a daily health check each morning before sending their child to school. If a student 
becomes sick while at school, we will call the parents to come pick them up. We will have a sick 
room set up for the child to wait in, we will ask that child to wear a mask and the adult taking 
care of them will wear a mask. The sick child’s desk and area will be sanitized. We ask that 
parents contact a health-care provider and do not send their child back to school until 
symptoms have been resolved. Please see the attached letter and Daily Health Check. You do 
not have to fill out or return the Daily Health Check; it is for your daily reference. 
 
End of day: Bus students will exit the building first and those who are being picked up by 
parents outside next. Intermediate classes will use the exterior doors by their classrooms, and 
primary students will use the front door. 
 
Extra cleaning: Our custodian will be cleaning the school each afternoon as usual and will also 
come in at noon to sanitize all frequently touched surfaces throughout the building. 
 
Hopefully this letter about our school procedures answers some of the questions you may have. 
There is so much information to share and I’m sure I may have missed some things. Please call 
me at the school with any concerns or questions you may still have. Take care and enjoy these 
last days of summer with your child. Looking forward to seeing you all soon, 



 
Ms. Richer 


